Rev. Mr. WILLIAd Law, 
288 [ | 7 : 9327 2225 
In Ax swr to one, requeſting a Conver- 
ſation on the SPIRITUAL LIFE. 
"A $ to your intention of a viſit here, 1 
| can fay nothing to encourage it; 
and though my countenance would have 
no forbidding airs put on by myſelf, yet 
as old-age has given me her own com- 
exion, I might perhaps bear the blame 
of it. But my chief objection againſt a 
_ viſit of this kind, is the reafon which yon 
give for it: /v/z.) For my inſtruftive 
converſation on the SprRITVUATL LIFE. 


An appointment for religions cotiverfa- 
rton, has a taking ſound; and paſfeth for 
ſign of great progreſs in goodneſs. But 


a 
with regard to myſelf, ſach a meeting 
would rather make me” filent, than a 
ſpeaker in it: firſt, becauſe I hurt myſelf, 
and am only acting a part, if I ſpeak to 
perſons on 8PIR1TUAL matters, either 
ſooner or further than the SpIRTT of 
Gov (which bloweth when and where it 
liſteth) would be reſiſted in me, if I held 
19 | | my 
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EXTRACT OF 


my tongue: ſecondly, becauſe it is delu- 

ding the perſons I ſpeak to, and helping 

them to be content with an imaginary, 

falſe food, if, as a SPIRITUAL aſſiſt- 

ant, I ſpeak to them of any thing, but 

that which is their own evil or their own 

gopd for true edification ariſes only 

rom ſuch knowledge, and not from de- 

vout harangues on the SpIRITUAL Lirg 

in general, though ſet forth in the moſt 

enlivened words. The SpiRITUALLIFE is 

nothing elſe but the working of the 8SpIRI 
or Gop within us; and, therefore, our 

| own filence muſt be a great part of our 
preparation for it; and much ſpeaking, 

or a delight in it, will be often no ſmall 

hindrance of that good, which we can 

only have from 8 what the SeIRIT 
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AND VOICE or Gop ſpeaketh within us, 
This is not enough known by religious 
perſons ; they rejoice. in kindling a He of 
their own, and Jelight too much in hear- 
| ing their own voice, and ſo loſe that in- 
| ward unction from above, which alone 
| can new-create their hearts. To ſpeak 
| with the tongues of men or angels on 
religious matters, is a much leſs thing, 
than to know how to ſtay the mind upon 
Gop, and abide with him in the cloſet 
of our hearts, obſerving, loving, adoring, 
and obeying his holy power within us. 


Rhetorick 
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A LETTER. 


Rhetorick and fine language about the 
things of the SpIRIT, is a vainer babble 
than in other matters ; and he that thinks 
to grow in true goodneſs by hearing or 
ſpeaking flaming words or ſtriking ex- 
preſſions, as is now much the way of the 
world, may have a great deal of talk, 
but will have but little of his “ conver- 
* ſation in heaven.“ 


I have wrote very _ of the Sy1- 
RITUAL LIFE ; and he that has read it 


and likes it, has of all men the leaſt 


reaſon to aſk me any queſtions or make 
any viſit on that ſubject. 


He underſtands not my writings, nor 
the end of them, who does not ſee, that 
their whole drift is to call all Chriſtians 
to a Gop and CHRIST within them, as 
the only poſſible life, light, and power 
of all goodneſs they can ever have ; and, 
therefore, they turn my readers as much 


from myſelf, as from any other Lo here! 


« or Lo there !“ 


I invite all people to © The marriage 
* of the LamsB,” but no one to myſelf. 


| Your bumble Servant, 


W. L. 


